THE RECONSTRUCTION OF EUROPE
no one could fear as an enemy, and who deserves no personal
consideration." They add that Russia constitutes a far greater
danger than France to the peace and liberty of the Continent;
that the King of Bavaria, the Grand Duke of Baden, the
King of Wurttemberg, as well as the German princes and
ministers here in Vienna, detest Alexander and have no more
likjng for Russia than for her Emperor.
Was he really bitten with "dansomanie" as the Viennese
were saying? In any case, during November all the dis-
satisfied members of the Congress were putting their
hopes on the approach of Advent, which would soon put
a stop to the dancing. "The Emperor of Russia will have
to stay home, so perhaps a little work will get done."
The police kept careful record of the nocturnal visits-
from ten at night till two o'clock in the morning-which
he paid to Princess Bagration. They were frequent; but
all this homage to the fair Princess did not prevent Alex-
ander from rushing to the conquest of each and every
pretty woman he met, and he had his own approach, which
was somewhat original, to say the^least, consisting of a
complete disregard for any preliminary tactics and an
immediate frontal attack made in all Haste. A secret police
report, dated November 21, says:
At the ball given by Count Francis Palffy, Alexander, who
deeply admires the beauty of Countess Szechenyi-Guilford,
said to her: "Your husband is absent. It would be very pleas-
ant to take his place temporarily."
The Countess replied: "Does Your Majesty take me for a
province?"
He seemed possessed by an erotic frenzy which made
him a laughingstock. Metternich, his enemy, instead of
taking advantage of this, apparently wished to discredit
himself likewise in the same orgy of pleasure. "He spends
most of his day at balls and parties,11 wrote Talleyrand
to the King.4 He even went so far as to confide to a lady,
*Ibid., p. 146.